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PERRY WINKLE m THE ELEG‘PION

Frox my. OA!{BRLLN NEWS."

Wl Julanﬁnm,u’halﬂ.nmﬁl!nkofﬂwm? Wmmnghom?" 3
** Least said, soonest mended, Dayey Rees, A.ntilil i, mnkes d

10 e e tonguq.l)lm, awiso head, and T have very
“We are old friends, John Jones, and T :\mnm;  know whether you think his Tordship will get many

vptes at Michynlleth next Tuesday.”

“ May be so, Davey Rees ; may be

“Yes, yes, John Joncs.  We must Inpa lhu nowill win; and, it he does, you may da)mnd upan i‘l, 4
John Jones, his Lordship will no find lis way to the Housi: of Commons from the Montgomery Boroughs.”

* May bo not; Twould not say that you ore wrong, Davey Recs.  The People, we know, ar stronger than
Tord, as the old Wolsl saying puts it. Bat, Davey Recs, tie THER fa Verp-abaong, (oo

“ Mo s & good deal of power alrendy, dohn. Jones, and he must know that o come forwarl i this way puts
weak-minded people in'i big of  fix.”

 You awe rizht, quite right, Davey Recq He does put. them in a bit of a fix. But what does he eare if ha
wins ? Still, as I said before, the least said s the soonest mended.”

"Imllwulmmy aword, John Jones.  You ean vote as you like ; and unless you get drunk and tell bow you
voted, not even youf wife can get to know.”

“ Get drunk, Ditvey Rees; get, drmdk, indecd| Tt is ane of your jokes to mention getting deunk. T was never
drunk in my life. Do you thin'k it is quits safe to vote azainst his Lordship?  Have they not power enough already 2
And yet it is not for me to say. T ama very poor man, Dau-v TRees, and the less one says the better”

“Mr. Tracy's Address i< o very good one, John Tana. and Le deserves our support. Don't you think so,
old’ friend #*

L - Well, Davey Rees, there is a piokrren in pomn, s the old Welsh saying puts it, and T daresay the Address
- piblihed hu_g Tracy is & very good one] hat a man must look carefully on which side Lis bred is buttered
. Tonel J ties, Yot kré Afraid. yous bread oy flay drop i the mud, buttered side down. ~ You are wise in |
bmnguumcmhm to your words, but you can vote as you like after all.”

“ A poor nian may not speak all his mind at a ting: like this, Davey Rees; but T will say that Tords who own
the land ought to be content with their own }Inum- of Parfiament. To eleet his Lordship would be forging chains for
our own limbs, and we are none over free now.”

“The Lord knows how ta gecure his object, Tolin Tones, and is never short of willing assistants, but. the Ballot
isa good thing, and Mr. Tran.v who i a sound Libieral, will get many a vote that would haye gone in other directions

us hiope the best man will win.” =3

“What do you think is u-adnry of a plain man like myself at o time like this, Davey Rees &
«The duty and high privilege of s plain man- like yourself, John Jones, is, as you say, to kccp:a still tongue in
your head and to vote for Mr. F. i Tracy.”
« But how would you foel, Davey Rees, if on going in to vote your were met by his Tordship's agent, and perhays
Iiis Lovdship himself.”
«The ease you put is o tiying one; but, John Jones, you need not be afraid even in 4 case such as that yoil
name.  Go in and put your mark opposite M. Tracy’s name and walk out as bold as Hector."
“Suppose his Lordship had been kind to me—don't you think it would be nukind not to give him a vote ¥
# Tt would be more unkind to give him nivote; but in voting you ought not to think of kindness. His lnrﬂsln!y
7 Tyvants a seat in the House of Commons in order that he may obstruct Liberal principles, and Task you, John Jones, do
you think that any little acts of kindness or unkindness ougllt to linve weight with you at a time like this. If your
fathor or brother, or son put up for the Boraughs and was & Tory you anght to vote against him.”
« But would not that make us bad friends, Davey Rees
Tt ought not to.  Would you, John Jones, think worse of a man who voted]ngainst you in ohedienco fo
principles, or would you respect him less ¥
“TWell, Dasay Rees, T think womust do our duty on Tuesday like braveheartod Welshmen, and as T said before,
may the besb man win
“Phat is right, Tolm Tones. A silent vote for Liberalism and Me. Tracy will have its weight on Tuesday, It the
final yesult go which way it may."
The foregoing conversation is not without meaning, Not a vote must be wasted on Tuesday. The Winkles haye
aliways boen Liberals, and any influnce they have fs given with heartiness to Ms. Tenoy, without any worse feeling to
Lard Costlereagh than that he may lose this clection.

A Victorian election poster provides a glimpse of electioneering practice
150 years ago.

Over the past 30 years, there has been constant change in our electoral
system - devolution, constituency reorganisation and local government
reform. 2026 saw a further and quite dramatic change, when all seats in the
Senedd were elected by proportional representation. It's true to say change
often breeds confusion, and sometimes resentment. But such change is
nothing new and it was certainly no different in the nineteenth century,
when elections were greeted not only with confusion, but also dread.

At that time the number of people eligible to vote was tiny - a mere 222 in
Newtown in 1832, rising to 989 after the extension of voting rights in 1867.



All male, of course! Bribery and intimidation was rife. Tenants could easily
find themselves evicted from their property if they dared vote against their
landlord’s wishes. Voters could be beaten up or plied with alcohol to induce
the ‘correct’ result. For these reasons, the government introduced the secret
ballotin 1872, but even so scepticism that this would improve the situation
remained.

This election poster, produced by the Liberal party, was an attempt not only
to persuade voters to chose the Liberals in the election, but also to urge
them to vote according to their conscience. The election address takes the
form of an imaginary conversation between John Jones and Davey Rees on
the outcome of the forthcoming election. References to the novelty of the
secret ballot suggests this is a new phenomenon in elections in
Montgomeryshire. The Liberal candidate is referred to as ‘Mr F.H.

Tracy' (Frederick Hanbury-Tracy of Gregynog) and the final line refers to the
Tory candidate as Lord Castlereagh. This is clearly a reference to Henry
Vane-Tempest, Lord Castlereagh of Plas Machynlleth. The poster, therefore
can be dated to the by-election of 15 May 1877.

It's probable that Davey'’s attempts to persuade John to vote Liberal was
successful as when the result was announced it was Hanbury-Tracy who was
declared the winner with 1,447 votes to Catlereagh’s 1,118.

As well as its historical interest, this poster offers an interesting comparison
between the methods used by political parties one hundred and fifty years
ago and now. | wonder which is the more effective?



